Tchaikovsky tried to describe in the
"Arabian Dance." Finally, pointto China,
where the Chinese Tea Fairies were
supposed to have lived. Point out that
most countries of the world have unique
and special styles of music and that
Tchaikovsky was not trying to copy for-
eign music but to create a mood with his
musical interpretation of it. Have stu-
dents bring in any foreign music they
may have athome; and, while you play a
sample of it, point out the country on the
mapor globe from which themusic origi-
nates.

PEER GYNT

Summary

Edvard Grieg, known as the father of Norwe-
gianmusic, was asked by fellow countryman
andrenowned dramnatist Henrik Ibsen to write
ascore for his play, Peer Gynt. Grieg did so,
capturing the action and emotion~if not the
irony-of the play with his warm and beauti-
ful melodies, many of which are based on
traditional Norwegian folk tunes. This music,
unlike the music forTheNutcracker,is meant
to be incidental to the play, to provide only a
background.

Ibsen’s play, Peer Gynt, is the story of a
charming but self-centered liar, who lives
only for pleasure. Fortunately, most of the
world, both real and imaginary, is wise to
Peer, and he ends up in trouble and friendless
because of such behavior. Unfortunately,
Peer hurts many people-along-his way; in=
cluding the people who love him most, his
mother and his sweetheart Solveig. Peer’s
adventures take him into the mountains of
Norway, where he meets the king of imps
and trolls, and across the seas to many places
including Africa, where he both makes and
loses a fortune. The variety of Peer’s desti-
nations and troubles provide for great vari-
ety in Grieg’s music.

Vocabulary

Norway pranks
mischievous scoffed
imps ) trolls
majestically bruised
wealth fabulously
disguised festival

. Morocco Egypt

Suggested Activities
1. Before Viewing the Video: Ask

students if they have ever known a per-
son (don’t let them mention names) who
lied, cheated, or was mean and who ended
up sad and without friends because of
that behavior. After students tell their
stories, explain that Peer Gynt is the
story of a young man from Norway who
was not very nice to people and ended up
unhappy and friendless.

. Listening and Music: Obtain atape

orrecord of the music from Peer Gynt, or
copies of the two Grieg orchestral suites
that contain eight of the twenty musical
numbers from the play. (Music in the
suites does not correspond in sequence to
the action of the play, but the titles should
be the same.) In listening to the suites,
focus on the mood Grieg created in each
piece. For instance, ask the children to
describe the difference in how they feel
when they listen to “Moming” and “In
the Hall of the Mountain King.”

. Role Playing and Cooperation:

Divide the class into three groups. As-
sign each group the task of pantomiming
ascene to “Morning,” “In the Hall of the
Mountain King,” or “Arabian Dance.”
The scenes can be from Peer Gyntor can
be ideas of the children that fit the music.
Have each group present its scene as the
music plays.

4. Geography: Onalargemap of the world,

locate Norway for the children. Tell
them that they can remember where it is
because it is located along with two other
“finger-shaped” countries, Sweden and
Finland, and that Norway is the farthest
north of the three. (Hold three fingers
upside down and say, “Norway, Sweden,
Finland” several times while moving the
correct finger. “Norway” should always
be the finger farthest to the right. Then
have childrenimitate you. Therepetition
and physical involvement will help them
remember this area of the world.) You
may also wish to point out Egypt and
Morocco, two other countries in which
Peer had adventures.

. Art: The music of the Mountain King is

in the same mood as the book Where the
Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak.
Some of the children are sure to be famil-
iar with the story of the bad boy Max and
his wild rumpus in the land of the Wild
Things. Have students draw and cut out
their own imps and trolls and wild things
while listening to “In the Hall of the
Mountain King.” On a large bulletin
board, assemble all of the children's imps
and trolls and wild things and label the
assemblage "In the Hall of theMountain
King.”
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@ Teacher's Guide D
More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt

\ CLEARVUE CLASSROOM VIDEO KIT NUMBER CL674-CV )

Introduction

More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
provides an excellent introduction to classi-
cal music through the telling of two classic
tales. The first selection, The Nutcracker, is
a ballet by Russian composer Peter Illyich
Tchaikovsky based on two German stories.
The second, Peer Gynt, is based on a play by
Henrik Ibsen with incidental music by Nor-
wegian composer Edvard Grieg. Used to-
gether with discussion and activities, these
musical stories are designed to develop both
an appreciation of music and an interest in
classic tales.

Notes on Utilization

To make maximum use of the musical selec-
tions on this videocassette, try the following
procedure.

1. Read the relevant summary, vocabulary,
suggested activities, and recommended
reading list in this guide.

2. Preview the video, noting introduction of
vocabulary and important story elements.

3. Use Activity 1, or another anticipatory
activity, to generate interest and enthusi-
asm in the students.

4. Have students view the video presenta-
tion once without interruption.

5. Solicitstudents’ reactionsto the story and
musicimmediately after seeing the video.

6. Have students view the video again, this
time stopping for story comprehension
questions either during the presentation
or immediately afterward. To reinforce
this activity, have students complete the
reproducible Story Comprehension work-
sheet.

7. Choose the reproducible Music Appre-
ciation worksheetorone of the suggested
activities to develop the important music
and listening concepts.

8. Choose the reproducible Skill Develop-
ment worksheet or one of the other sug.
gested activities to extend and enrich
students,

9. Conclude the lesson by summarizing the
main concepts of the musical selection and
by assigning an independent or group proj-
ect. Youmight also wish to read one of the
suggested books on the Recommended
Reading list with the students.

THE NUTCRACKER
Summary

The dream of a little girl is the subject of this
classic holiday ballet composed by Peter
Tlyich Tchaikovsky in 1892. It is based on
two fantasies by German writer E.T.A.
Hoffman. All children will be able torelate
to both the pleasant and the scary content of
Marie's dream following a special Christ-
mas party at which an old family friend gives
her an unusual nutcracker. Unfortunately,
Marie’s brothers, jealous of the unusual gift,
break the nutcracker while fighting over it.
A tired and upset Marie goes to bed and
dreams of the adventures of her beloved
nutcracker, now come to life.

Vocabulary

nutcracker scuffling
Sugarplum Fairy Cossack soldiers
Arabian Chinese Tea Fairies
flutes ballet
Suggested Activities

1. Before Viewing the Video: Ask
students to describe one of their strangest
or scariest drearns. After a time of shar-
ing, explain that the Nutcracker mostly
concerns the dream of a little girl who
receives an unusual gift for Christmas

only to have it broken on the first night.

2. Listening and Music: Obtainacopy

of the complete Nutcracker Suite from
the library. Use it after students have
seen the video presentation and are fa-
miliar with the story. Before playing
each section of the Nutcracker Suite, ask
students to listen for particular orchestra
instruments. For instance, ask them 1o
listen for the pizzicato (plucking) strings
in the “Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy;"”
the clarinets and English hom early on,
and later, the bassoons in the “Arabian
Dance;” the flutes, countered with the
English horn and imitated by the violins,
in the “Dance of the Mirlitons (flutes);”
and the harp cadenza, or flourish, fol-
lowed by the flowing sound of the violins
in the “Waltz of the Flowers.” Contrast
the flowing sound of the waltz with the
pizzacato of the Sugarplum Fairy's dance.

. Rhythm and Counting: Have stu-

dents swing their arms and/or count out
loud to the time of each Nutcracker piece.
The “March of the Children,” for in-
stance, should be counted 1-2-3-4,
whereas the “Waltz of the Flowers”
should be counted 1-2-3. Next have
students listen to the difference between
the “Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy” and
the*“Cossack’s Dance” interms of speed.
Point out to the children that the speed of
apiece canchange the mood of the music
and affect how the audience feels when
listening to it. For instance, ask them
how the slow and hypnotic “Arabian
Dance” makes them feel compared to the
light and sprightly “Dance of the Mir-
litons.”

Art and Storytelling: Have students
draw a picture of a dream that they have
had. Using the picture, have eachof them
tell the story of their dream 1o the group.
Then have them decide what kind of
music-slow or fast, dreamy or scary,
loud or soft, smooth or jumpy, etc.~that
they would choose to help tell the story of

" their dream.
. Geography: Use a map of the world or

a globe to show students the Soviet Un-
ion. Explain that this is where
Tchaikovsky was bormn and where the
Cossacks (dancing soldiers) resided.
Next, locate Saudi Arabia and the Middle
East and discuss the mood and music
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ
Reproducible Worksheet
\ Use with: The Nutcracker Skill: Listening )
| Name.-- ‘ . Date_
Music Appreciation

Draw a picture while you listen to the "Waltz
of the Flowers" from The Nutcracker. Draw what
the music makes you think about and feel. You do
not have to draw flowers.
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ﬁ More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6

The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ

Reproducible Worksheet

\s Y

Use with: The Nutcracker Skill: Story Comprehension

Name._- , Daté

The Story of The Nutcracker

After you have seen The Nutcracker, answer these true/false
questions about the story. Write T for true and F for false on
the line before each statement.

1. In The Nutcracker Marie’s family was having a Christmas party.
2. A family friend gave a nutcracker to Marie’s brother as a gift.
3. Some boys broke the nutcracker.

— 4. Marie did not like the nutcracker.

5. Marie dreamed that the nutcracker led the toys in a march around the
brightly lit Christmas tree.

6. In Marie’s dream the nutcracker lost his fight with the mouse king.

7. The nutcracker turned into a prince and took Marie to the castle of the
Sugarplum Fairy.

8. Marie saw toy Cossack soldiers and Chinese Tea Fairies dance.
9. The flutes and flowers sang for Marie.

10. Marie never awoke from her dream adventure.

AS674-2 © 1991 Clearvue, Inc. Printed in U.S.A.
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
ﬂ - The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ
Reproducible Worksheet . .
Use with: The Nutcracker Skill: Sequencing
S : Y,
Name___  Date

Tchaikovsky’s Life

Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky (chy KAWF skee) wrote the
famous ballet The Nutcracker. Read the sentences below
about this great composer. Put the sentences in the
correct order in which they happened by puttingnumbers
in the blanks. The first one has been done for you.

In 1866, Tchaikovsky graduated from the famous Moscow
Conservatory of Music in Russia.

—— When Peter was only fifteen, his mother died.

The Russian-born composer visited the United States in 1891.
found that the Americans loved his music.

better than his teacher.

fifty-two.

In his teehs, Peter attended law school, but he was much more
interested in music.

On November 6, 1893, Tchaikovsky died of cholera.

At age five, Peter began taking piano lessons. Soon he could play

1  Peter Tchaikovsky was born on May 7, 1840, in Votkinsk, Russia.

Tchaikovsky completed the ballet The Nutcracker when he was

He

AS674-3 © 1991 Clearvue, Inc.
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ﬂ More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt
Reproducible Worksheet
L Use with: Peer Gynt Skill: Listening y
Name:- .. Date

Tempo and Dynamics in Music

The tempo, or speed, and the dynamics, or loudness, of |
music can affect the way you feel when you hear the
music. Changes in the tempo and dynamics make long
pieces of music more interesting. Answer the questions
below about the tempo and dynamics in Peer Gynt.

J
’ll{m‘

leListen to "Morning" from Peer Gynt. | *Listen to "In the Hall of the Mountain

King."
1. Write down three or four words that | 5 Write down three of four words that
'('lescril.)e h‘?W you feel when you hear describe how you feel when you listen
'Morning. to this tune.

2. Is the tempo of the music fast orslow? | g Does the tempo of this tune move
faster or slower than the tempo of

3. Is the dynamic level loud or soft? "Morning"?

4. Draw a picture of what comes tomind | 7.Do the tempo and dynamic change or
when you hear "Morning." stay the same during the piece? Ex-

plain.

8. Draw a picture of what comes to mind
when you hear "In the Hall of the
Mountain King."

AS674-4 © 1991 Clearvue, Inc. Printed in U.S.A.
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
.m The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ

Reproducible Worksheet

Skill: Story Comprehension

ﬁ

J

L Use with: Peer Gynt

Namp ~ . Date... ..

The Story of Peer Gynt

Read the following paragraph. Fill in the blanks using the words listed
in the box below. This will help you remember the story of Peer Gynt.

Peer Gynt lived in the country of . He was not very

nice to people. Forinstance, he carried awaya - tothe

, and he left her there. After leaving the woman,

Peerhad to run away from the king ofthe mountainimps and
because he would not theking’sugly

After being nursed back to health by , the woman

who loved him, Peer left his country to seek his fortune. He traveled to

,where he was tricked into giving his
to the daughter of an Arab chief. Finally,
returned to Norway. Just before dying, he asked Solveig

to him. He was sorry he had been mean to Solveig and
his
Africa  Peer bride mother
Solveig forgive jewels mountains
trolls daughter Norway marry

AS674.5
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6

The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt
Reproducible Worksheet

N

Skill: Cause and Effect y)

\ Use with: The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt

Nzme__. .

.Date

Cause and Effect

|2, . .Drawalineconnectingeacheffect; orresultyin column:2with theevent: =l
. or situation that caused it in column:1. The first three pairs are about
The Nutcracker, and the last three are about Peer Gynt. -

Column 1 |

Cause

Column 2
Effect

The boys at the Christmas party
were playing roughly.

Marie:helped the nutcracker by kill-
ing the Mouse King.

Marie’s parents invited their friends
to a Christmas party.

~ family friend as a Christmas gift.

The nutcracker turned into a prince and
took Marie to see the Sugarplum Fairy,
who gave a party for Marie.

Marie’s nutcracker broke.

Marie received the nutcracker from a

Peer Gynt was mean and lazy.

Peer Gynt did not want to marry the
Mountain King’s ugly daughter.

Peer Gynt received the care he needed
when he was hurt and when he was

dying.

Peer Gynt died lonely and poor.

‘Solveig loved Peer Gynt. Trolls and imps chased Peer Gynt as he
o tried to run away.
AS674-6 Printed in U.S.A.
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6 More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
ﬂ The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ .m The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ

Reproducible Worksheet Reproducible Worksheet
\_Use with: The Nutcracker Slill: Listening | Use with: The Nutcracker Sidll: Story Comprehenaion
Nams. - Date . Name. Date
Music Appreciation The Story of The Nuteracker

After you have sean The Nuteracker, unswer these trueffeles” -
questions about the story. Write T for true and F for false on . S

. Diaw apicture while ynu!mtnnto the " Waltz
the line before each statement.,

of the Flowers" from The Nuteracker. Draw what
the music mekes you think about and feel, Youdo -
not have to draw flowers,.. ; -« .

1 2. Afamily friend gave n nuteracker to Marie’s brother as a gift.’

3. Some boya broke the nutcracker.

PI . + - l ) .._E..__ 4. Marie did not like the nuteracker
cUres wil] vary -
j T 5, Marie drenmed that the nuteracker led the toyain a march around
the brightly lit Christmas tree.

_E_ 6. InMarie'sdream the nuterackerloat his fight with the mouselking,

T 7. The nuteracker turned into a prince and took Marie to the castle
of the Sugarplum Fairy,

8. Marie saw toy Coasack soldiers and Chinese Tea Fairies dance.

T!

. The flutes and flowers sang for Marie.

__E_IO. Marie never awoke from her drenm adventure.,
ARETY
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6 ]
ﬂ The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt
Reproducible Workshoot
Use with: The Nutcracker Skill: Sequencing
Nimao. Date
Tchaikovsky's Life

Peter Nyitch Tchaikoveky (chy KAWF skee) wrote the
famous ballet The Nuteracker, Read the sentences below
about this great P Put. the in the
carrectorder inwhich they happened by puttingnumbera
in the blanks. The first one has been done for yon.

..i In 1866, Tchaikoveky gradunted from the famous Moscow
Conservatory of Music in Rusain.

_§___ ‘When Peter was only fifteen, his mother died.

__h__ The Russinn.born composer visited the United States in 1881, He
found that the Americans Joved his music,

‘2 At age five, Peter began toking piano lessons. Socon he could play
better than his teacher.

1 Peter Tchaikovaky was horn on May 7, 1840, in Votkinsk, Russia.

__1_. Tchaikovsky completed the ballet The Nutcracker when he woa
fifty-two,

i_[n his teens, Peter attended law achool, but he was much more
interested in musie.

8 On Ni her 6, 1893, Tehnikoveky died of cholera.

Assres D151 Clonrvim, Tne, Pritdin USA,
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6 f More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
ﬂ The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ
Roproducible Worksheet Reproducible Worksheet .
L Use with: Peer Gynt Skill: Listening § L Use with: Peer Gynt Skill; Story Comprehension |
Name. Date Nome, i Date
"Tempo and Dynamics in Music

The Story of Peer Gynt

The tempo, of épeed;;and the.dynamics, or loud-+
ness, of music ean uﬁ‘ect the way you'f {cel whenyou

"+ Rend the following paregraph Fillin the blanks téing th wirda listed:
7+ in the box below. Thia'will help you remember the éf:bxy of Peer Gynt.

ica make long picces of music more interesting.
Answer the questions below about thc tcmpn and
dynamics in Peer GynL .

Peer Gynt lived in the country of 1 LoCL Hewnsnutvery

; "' in .+ tothe
,MeDNTAINS - andheleft her there. Afterleaving the waman,

'Peerhad torun away from thekingofth ountain ’_LLQ_]_LS__

beenusche wmdnoimﬂ_ﬁ_memg’a ugly,dﬂ.ﬂﬁhtﬁt‘.
After being nursed back toh by 7 the woman

who luve'd him, Peer Jeft his country to seck his fortune. He traveled to
i ’ where he was tricked into giving his
',cmc! s to the daughter of an Arab chief. Finally,
J Ef,k returned to Norway. Justbefore dying, he asked Solveig
to iy him. Hewnssorry hehad beenmesan to Solveigand

» Listen to "Mm'nmg ' from Peer Gynt.:| * Liaten to “In the Hall of the Mountain © :1 - nicetopecple. Forinstance, he carried away s .

) R : ,‘ King." .

* 1 Writé down three or four words that | 5. Write down thiee or four words that |-/
deseribehow you feel whenyuuhnur - describe how you foel when you lis.: :
“Morning." . ten to this tune,

Answers w(llvcu:j, Answers will varg,

6, Does the tempo of this tune move
2.Iathetempo ofthemusicfastorslow?|  faster or slower than the tempo of

owo Morming'? f—O\.‘S‘\‘E Y
| 3. Ia the dynamic level loud or soft?

so. .‘: 7. Do the tempo and dynnmic change or
4, On the top halF of the back of this] 2ty the same during the piece? Ex-

his__} . %

paper, draw o picture of what comes rlain. Bt anﬂ.h e - %5'

to mind when you hear "Morning." _‘h ¢musfc oels d 2
ter and jouder. i o

Pictores will 8,"On the bottom half of the hack of this Afrlea Peer bride mother %‘
Lres Wi Val"ﬁ 3| paper,draw apictureof what comesto Bolveig forgive Jowels mountains 5
E‘:&:fnet:iin}‘;i:;? ‘In the Hall of {rolls daughter Norway maxry g:'g

Pictores taill vavy: o
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More Favorite Music Stories, Volume 6
ﬂ The Nutcracker and Peer Gynt ﬂ

Roproducible Workshoet
\_Uso with: The Nuterocker und Peer Gynt Skdll: Causo and Effect )

Nams, Date

Cause and Effect

Draw aline connecting each effect, orresult, in colnmn 2 with the event
or zituation that coused it in column 1. The first three pairs are about
The Nutcracker, and the last three are about Peer Gynt.

Column 1 Column 2
Cause e Effect

The boys at the Christmas p I The nuteracker turned into a prince and
were playing roughly. took Marie to see the Sugarplum Fairy,
who gave a party for Marie.

Marie helped the nuterackér by kill- [\ Marie's nuteracker broke.
ing the Mouse King.

Marie's parents invited thejr friends | Marje received the nuteracker from
to a Christmas party. hmx\-—fmmly friend a8 a Christmas gift.

Peer Gynt was mean and lazy, Peer Gynt received the care he needed
when he was hurt and when he was

lAdying.

Peer Gynt did not want to marpr'the

[“Peer Gynt died lonely an. poor
Mountain King’s ugly dou

Solveig loved Peer G;

~Trolle and imps chosed I Gynt as he
tried to run away.




